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COURSE DESCRIPTION


Chemistry is the field of science that is concerned with the study of matter – its structure, properties, reactions and energy changes.  In Honors Chemistry you will be introduced to many of the fundamental laws and theories of chemistry.  You will develop a working chemistry vocabulary through lab work, homework and class work.  This course provides a basic background in chemistry with a good coverage of mathematical relationships.  It benefits students who plan to take at least one year of chemistry in college, such as those interested in engineering, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy nursing or other sciences.  

OBJECTIVES

You will:

1. Gain a broad background in chemistry with an emphasis on problem solving and mathematical relationships.

2. Explore chemistry in a hands-on laboratory setting, which provides the opportunity to see theory in action.

3. Improve problem solving skills by exposure to a variety of challenging questions and situations.

AREAS OF STUDY

1. Problem Solving/Dimensional Analysis

2. Concepts of Matter


3. Chemical Reactions


4. The Mole and Stoichiometry


5. Thermodynamics

6. Reaction Rates and Equilibrium

7. Composition and Electronic Structure of the Atom


8. The Periodic Table


9. Chemical Bonding
10. Gases

11. Acid/Base Reactions
MATERIALS

   You should bring the following to class every day: 

• Notebook or Binder – dedicated only to chemistry
• Pen/pencil 
• Calculator – a non-graphing calculator for tests
• Textbook -  Chemistry the Central Science, 2015, by Brown, LeMay and Bursten.

GRADING

The grading scale is as follows: A =100-90%    B = 89-80%    C = 79-70%    D = 69-60%   F = 59 - 0%

Quarter Grade:  Tests 65%,  Labs 25%,  Homework 10%  (these are approximate)
Semester Grade:  1st Quarter 40%,  2nd Quarter 40%,  Final Exam 20%

CHEATING POLICY
Any student caught cheating on an exam shall:

1. Be given a zero on the exam.

2. Expect a disciplinary referral to be written and sent to the administration.

3. Not be granted written recommendations for honors, scholarships, college admissions, etc.
READING YOUR BOOK

Reading a chemistry book is unlike reading other texts.  As you read, you will have problems to solve as well as graphs, charts and pictures to interpret.  These are designed to help you understand given concepts.  It is a good idea to have a pencil, paper, and calculator handy as you read.   These tools will allow you to work through the ideas presented and to write down questions that may arise.  You will find that reading your book on a regular basis will greatly facilitate your understanding of chemistry. 
CLASS PRESENTATIONS

Notes should be taken during class presentations.  Most concepts discussed in class are also found in your book. Material from class presentation and discussion, lab experiences, readings or video presentations will be used in preparing tests.  Taking notes will help you organize your thinking and be a good source for preparing for tests.
LABORATORY WORK

The lab experiments are designed to give you "hands on" experiences of concepts covered in chemistry.  When doing lab work, you will be working in pairs or small groups, however, each individual is responsible for turning in his/her own lab work.  Just about everything in the lab is potentially dangerous if improperly used or handled.  You will be expected to take very seriously everything you do in the lab and know all the "do's and don’ts".  Goggles!  You will wear goggles at all times in the lab.  There is a classroom set of goggles, however, it is highly recommended that you have your own personal pair.  Goggles may be purchased at the AV window for $5.00.  If you are absent on a lab day you are required to set up an 8th period to make up the lab within five school days of your return.
ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments are chosen to help you understand and apply what is being studied.  

Take these assignments seriously.  All assignments will be reviewed/discussed.  

Assignments that are reviewed/discussed the following day may or may not be checked for credit.  If it is checked for credit and you do not have it with you or failed to complete it, a grade of zero is assigned with no chance for late credit, since answers are given out.  If you were absent the previous day and did not have the opportunity to prepare it, you may choose to be excused from the assignment (in which case that assignment does not count into your overall grade) or you may come in 8th period to work on a make-up assignment.  

Assignments and lab reports that are handed in must be on straight-edged, loose-leaf paper and written in pencil, blue or black ink only – NO RED.  Late work will receive, at most, half credit.  Work is considered late if it is not completed prior to coming to class the day it is due.  Students seen working on assignments prior to the bell ringing with another student’s assignment present or another student relaying information will be given a zero for that assignment.
TARDIES

You will be written up as tardy if you are not in the room when the bell rings.
CELL PHONES

Cell phones are not to be used in the classroom -

 not as a phone, not for text messaging, not as a calculator.  
If it becomes a distraction, it will be taken away.  You will pick it up at the end of the day.  

A referral will be sent in.
IN ADDITION


You, as well as every other student, have a right to learn in a supportive classroom.  Everyone in class will be expected to behave maturely, responsibly and respectfully.  Positive participation and support for others will make class time much more enjoyable and profitable for everyone! 
FOR EXTRA HELP OR QUESTIONS
Please feel free to contact me if you are having problems with this course. 
Everyone is welcome to work in my room 8th period!
I am here to help you to be successful!!

